Army Medical Staff. by Stanhope, Edward
1283
s-upted growth in the amount of the collection and in the
extent of the area from which it is drawn. The number
of congregations contributing to the Fund last year
was 1712, and the amount realised &pound;38,823 2s. Id., which
was subsequently raised by means similar to those already
mentioned to f:42 814 16s. 9d. Altogether the amount col-
lected and distributed by the Mansion House Committee
during the past eighteen years has come to not less than
&pound; 598,523 3s. 2d.
In awarding its grants the Council proceeds upon certain
definite and well-known principles. Four things are taken
into consideration in determining the amount which any
one hospital is to receive.
1. Its expenditure. 2 By way of deduction, its income
from legacies and realised property. 3. By way of deduction
also, its expenses of management. 4. The result so arrived
ut is to be revised upon a consideration of the merits and
pecuniary needs of the institution in question.
Thus the points considered may be stated in this way.
First, magnitude of the operations conducted; second,
dependence upon charitable support ; third, cheapness of
administration; with a final review of any special claim
which can be advanced upon the ground of peculiar merit
or exceptional need.
By means of such an examination, annually repeated,
the Council secures the best disposition of its own
funds; and the effectiveness of the criticism so brought
to bear upon the institutions applying for aid may be
gathered from the circumstance that in about a dozen
instances in the course of the year the Council will
’either, in an extreme case, refuse a grant altogether, or, in
a case of unsatisfactory management or irregular accounts,
accompany its grant with an admonition. Nor is the wise
administration of its own funds the only result which the
Mansion House Committee has thus secured. At the same
time that it has enforced economy for one purpose it has
enforced it for all purposes, and has thus become in a certain
- sense the guardian of the public interest in respect of the
entire charitable income of the metropolitan hospitals, and
keeps a vigilant watch upon their whole expenditure. From
materials collected by the Committee it appears that that
expenditure amounted in the aggregate last year to
&pound;606,258.
Over and above these primary objects of the collection
and distribution of the fund, the Council undertakes the
distribution of a large number of surgical appliances. About
6 per cent. of the amount annually collected is devoted to
this purpose, and the number of appliances so placed at
the service of the crippled or otherwise disabled poor exceeds
- 2000 in the year.
As to the extent of the work done by the hospitals of ’,
London, and the number of persons engaged upon it, the
following figures may be taken to give, as nearly as they
can be ascertained, the effect of one year’s operations. In-
patients received 89,000-a number exceeding the entire
population of the town of Wolverhampton; discharged
relieved, 36,000; cured, 37,000; deaths, 600u. Visits paid
’by out-patients, two and a quarter millions To deal with
these patients there are attached to the various hospitals
about 250 consulting physicians and surgeons, 550 physicians
and surgeons in regular visitation at the hospital wards,
150 resident medical officers, and 1400 nurses, including
matrons and sisters belonging to the nursing staffs.
I have the honour to remain, My Lord,
Your obedient servant, ,
5, Queen’s Gate, S.W. THOMAS WAKLEY. ’
WE are able to announce the following subscriptions,
received at the Mansion House up to the 4th inst, in aid
of the above fund :-
ARMY MEDICAL STAFF.
WE have been favoured with a copy of the subjoined
letter, which we have pleasure in publishing :-
War Office, May 29th, 1891.
DEAR SIR ANDREW CLARK,&mdash;In continuation of the
correspondence which has passed between us, and in
reference to the conversation which I recently had with
you relative to the status of the medical officers of the
Army, I now have the pleasure to inform you that I have
given directions for the preparation of a Royal Warrant
conferring the following privileges upon the officers in
question:-
1. The following substantive ranks to be granted, such
ranks to carry precedence and other advantages (except
military command, as laid down in present regulations)
attaching to the rank indicated by the military portion of
the title :-
Surgeon Major-General.
Surgeon-Colonel.
Brigade Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel.
Surgeon Lieutenant-Colonel.
Surgeon-Major.
Surgeon-Captain.
Surgeon-Lieutenant.
2 Medical officers to be granted sick leave on the same
conditions as those which apply to combatant officers.
I trust that this will bring to an end the controversies
that have recently prevailed, and which personally I have
much regretted. Thanking you for the assistance which
you have given in arriving at a settlement,
I remain, yours very faithfully,
EDWARD STANHOPE.
OXFORD UNIVERSITY.
VOTE OF &pound;7000 FOR THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF
HUMAN ANATOMY.
IN a Convocation of the University, held at two o’clock
on Tuesday last, a decree authorising the expenditure of a
sum of E7000 for a dissecting-room, museum, working
rooms, and lecture theatre for the Department of Human
Anatomy was carried by a majority of 193 to 46.
The vote was proposed by Professor Price, F.R.S., on
behalf of the University Council, in a lucid speech, in which,
after explaining from what sources the required sum was to
be provided, he traced the history of the Department of
Human Anatomy from its origin in 1885 to the present
time. He stated how the lecturer on anatomy had begun his
work in Oxford with three or four pupils in a temporary shed
erected by subscription in the yard of the physiological
laboratory, how his class had year by year increased, at
first gradually, afterwards more rapidly, until now he had
forty men dissecting. Professor Price proceeded to state
that the plans of the proposed building had been submitted
to the criticism of the most distinguished anatomists in the
United Kingdom, and had received their approval. Before
recommending so large an expenditure the Council had care-
fully inquired, not only as to the efficiency and completeness
of the instruction given, but as to the prospect which at
present exists of developing an efficient school of medical
science in Oxford. A few years ago there had been no
students of medicine; now the number was increasing at a
rapid rate. Provision had alreadv been made for teaching
the other introductory scientific subjects-viz., Physiology,
Materia Medica, Organic Chemistry,-and he had no doubt
that if they now provided for Human Anatomy in such a
way as its importance demanded, the results would be even
more satisfactory than they had been.
The vote was opposed strongly by the Warden of All
Souls (Sir W. Anson), to whom in a vigorous speech the
President of Corpus (Dr. Fowler) replied. He was followed
by Dr. Theodore Williams on the Educational Value of
Human Anatomy, and by Dr. Church (the representative of
the University on the General Medical Council), who tes-
tified as to the efficiency of the teaching of anatomy as now
conducted under the direction of Mr. Arthur Thomson, and
gave his experience as physician to St. Bartholomew’s Hos-
